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NEW TITLES  With these four-volume sets in your 
print and eBook collection, students, book club 
members, literary researchers and readers will 
have the context they need to better understand 
what they’re reading. Each set profiles the 500 
best known, most studied writers from many 
periods and genres — presenting their life and 
works in biographical, historical, literary and 
critical context. 

Entries in Gale Contextual Encyclopedia of World 
Literature and Gale Contextual Encyclopedia of 
American Literature allow users to analyze an 
author’s work as a reflection of the heritage, 
traditions and experiences of the author’s personal 
life and the beliefs, events and lifestyles of the 
world at the time. For example, while composing 
Requiem: A Cycle of Poems during the Stalinist reign 
of terror in Russia, Anna Akhmatova whispered the 
words line by line to her friends, who memorized 
them before she burned the paper on which they 
were written. 

Entries also identify the significant literary devices 
and global themes that define a writer’s style 
and place the author in a larger literary tradition 
as chronicled and evaluated by critics over time. 
For example, the theme of the individual adrift 
in a corrupt and phony world in J. D. Salinger’s 
fiction is said to have been influenced by his own 
experiences growing up and by F. Scott Fitzgerald’s 
The Great Gatsby.

Critical thinking and activity prompts, in addition 
to images, further enhance the reader’s own 
personal response to global and American 
literature.

1st Ed.  2009.  
Four volumes. 
ISBN  978-1-4144-4870-1 
Order #GML39309-242412

  eBook. Ready March 2009.  
ISBN  978-1-4144-4871-8 
Order #GML39309-242413 
Visit www.gale.com/gvrl for eBook 
pricing. 

1st Ed.  Ready July 2009.  
Four volumes. 
ISBN  978-1-4144-3130-7 
Order #GML39309-234105

   eBook. Ready August 2009.  
ISBN  978-1-4144-3139-0 
Order #GML39309-234120 
Visit www.gale.com/gvrl for eBook 
pricing. 

Promotes critical thinking 
In line with national and state standards, Gale 
Contextual Encyclopedia of World Literature and 
Gale Contextual Encyclopedia of American Literature 
promote critical thinking and help readers to: 

• Analyze how authors’ lives reflect in works

• �See how works exemplify human experience in 
different times, places and cultures

• Identify authors’ characteristic devices and styles

• Find recurring themes across time and place

• Place authors in literary history

• �Understand a range of responses and summaries 
of authors’ works

• Develop own response to authors and literature
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Entry format
Easy-to-navigate, illustrated author entries are 
formatted for quick access of information and 
easy comparison across entries:
• Author Fact Box 
• Overview  of Author Literary Importance 
• Works in Biographical and Historical Context
• Sidebar: Common Human Experience
• Works in Critical Context 
• �Responses to Literature: suggests questions 

and topics that delve into an author’s themes, 
historical connections and more — perfect for 
book club discussions or school assignments

• Bibliography (particularly critical essays)

Authors covered in Gale Contextual 
Encyclopedia of World Literature:
• Kobo Abe	 • George Bernard Shaw 
• Margaret Atwood 	 • Leo Tolstoy 
• Robert Browning	 • D. H. Lawrence 
• Geoffrey Chaucer	 • Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
• Dante	 • Irene Nemirovsky 
• George Eliot	 • Harold Pinter 
• Anne Frank 	 • Christina Rosetti 
• Mohandas Gandhi	 • William Shakespeare 
• Khaled Hosseini	 • Emile Zola 
• Victor Hugo	 • And many more
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Biographical, historical, literary and critical context tie the author and works to a wider world

Gale is a member of the Partner-
ship for 21st Century Skills which 
is the leading national advocacy 
organization focused on infusing 
21st century skills into education. 
The Partnership brings together 
the business community, educa-
tion leaders and policymakers 
to define a powerful vision for 
21st century education to ensure 
each child’s success as a 21st 
century citizen and worker. The 
Partnership and Gale encourages 
schools, districts and states to 
advocate for the infusion of 21st 
century skills into education and 
provides tools and resources that 
help facilitate and drive change.

Authors covered in Gale Contextual 
Encyclopedia of American Literature:
• Louisa May Alcott		 • Sylvia Plath 
• Sherman Alexie		  • Edgar Allan Poe 
• Sandra Cisneros 		  • Carl Sandburg 
• Emily Dickinson		  • Art Spiegelman 
• Ralph Waldo Emerson	 • John Steinbeck 
• William Faulkner		  • Amy Tan 
• F. Scott Fitzgerald		 • Sojourner Truth 
• S.E. Hinton		  • Walt Whitman 
• Langston Hughes		 • Tennesee Williams 
• John Irving		  • And many more 
• Flannery O’Connor 

Cross-searchable eBooks
The eBook versions of Gale Contextual Encyclopedia 
of World Literature and Gale Contextual Encyclopedia 
of American Literature are fully searchable (keyword, 
full-text, image captions) with other eBooks in the 
Gale Virtual Reference Library collection. Limit your 
cross-search to only literature resources from Gale 
— Contemporary Authors, Literature Criticism Online, 
Dictionary of Literary Biography and more — for a 
powerful research tool covering the world of literature.


